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After passing through the Shureimon gate and The roof tiles and walls are all bright red.
Who lived there?
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600 years ago, three kingdoms
on this island were fighting each other.
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The people of Ryukyu crossed the sea to China, Japan,

Korea and Southeast Asia, trading with many countries.
In this way, Ryukyu become a very rich@gdom.
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But although the Ryukyu lost to the Satsuma, the Emperor of China sent his messenger,

they continued on their, trade with other.countries. Sapposhi, with precious gifts. In order to

When the King|of/Ryukyu/changed; theyitold|the welcomelSapposhi, the Ryukyu
//.‘ ‘\5 Emperor of China’ilo congratulate the/ new/King! Kingdom|created all'kinds|of
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In 1879, when Meiji Era had/come, the, Ryukyu Kingdom became

Okinawa Prefecture. The King could not-livein'Shuri Cas Castle,
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‘ the,people of Oklnawa
Shuri Castle W|Ilfforever be there'for'them in'their hearts.

In 1945, Japan and U.S. fought a battle on Okinawa.
During the battle, Shuri Castle was completely destroyed.
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‘ Grand and-beautlful'stone wallsh

ram,.' were destroyedfasjwell’
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/JE-\jen thougjh/"[mtle and towns were destroyed, the people
kept the spirit.of the Ryukyu that was created atcth@astle.
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in’1992: throughffortsmany people
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: ShurllCastIelwas]restoerl|n its'eriginallbright{redisplendor.
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There are many places on this island that tell of the

history of Ryukyu Kingdom.
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In 2000, ruins of Shuri Castle and the other historical
sites became World Heritage Sites.
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Why is Shuri Castle red?

Why is Shuri Castle red? Nobody really knows for sure.
Did they copy a castle in the Chinese capital? That's what some say, but it's not
certain. Why is Shuri Castle red? Future studies may tell us the reason.

Why are there dragons at Shuri Castle?

Dragons were the symbol of the King of the Ryukyu. That's why Shuri Castle is
decorated with lots of dragons. If you look closely, you can see that they have
four claws. The dragon was also the symbol of the Chinese emperor, but his
dragons had five claws. Only the emperor of China could use a dragon with five
claws, so the Ryukyu dragon could only have four. Why don’t you try counting
the number of dragons at the castle?

Why is the road in front of the main castle slanted?

The road in front of the main castle is called the Ukimichi, and only the king and
people of high rank could use it. There are various explanations on why the road
is slanted. What can you see at the end of the Ukimichi? It's the most “sacred
place” in Shuri Castle, the “Suimui Utaki”. The Suimui Utaki was here long before
the castle was built, and it's said that the castle was built around it. The important
Utaki and main hall were linked, protecting the kingdom with sacred power, and
so maybe that’s why the road is slanted.
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