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Opening of the Gate Ceremony

Stationed at the opening of the
Houshinmon Gate, beating gongs and
shouting "ukejo", Shurijo Castle Park staff
welcomes visitors, thus enacting the
gatekeepers' duties of yore.

() BIEE 3R G0 DIER

¥ 1H1H&)~3H(H) 8:30~8:50

EHFTOMBEMADOR. EBROEE L
SN R T —=DICTHRIEREDES
BTV BEHRERD ISHZANE T,
Live Classical Music Performance
“Uzagaku”

Following the opening of the Houshinmon,
traditional live music in front of the Seiden
State Hall invites visitors into the castle's

core part.
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The flamboyant and refined New Year’s Celebration
of the Ryukyu Kingdom revived today.

Shurijo Castle was supposedly first built around the 14th century. Later, King Sho Hashi unified the Ryukyus and
governed from there. For almost 500 years, up until 1879 when the last King, Sho Tai, had to surrender the castle
to the Meiji Administration, the castle was the Ryukyu Kingdom's political, diplomatic and culnural center.
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New Year’s Ceremony “Chohai-okishiki

Established in three parts and held in the Una
forecourt, this event is a re-enactment of the
traditional ceremony originally held early in the [|*§
morning on New Year's Day in the Ryukyu
Kingdom period.
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Remembering the splendor of the Ryukyu Dynasty period, the "Chohai-okishiki" ritual was a ceremony held at

the castle on New Year's Day.

A celebration of the Kingdom's new year, the function was attended by the King, Royal Princes, local chieftains

and senior court officials. Lined up in several rows, it was a solemn and magnificent Chinese-style ceremony.

Established in three parts, the "New Year's Celebration" is a re-enactment of the greetings and ceremony
originally held during days of old.
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[IWhile in ancient times the Queen didn't take part in the New Year's ceremony, today she also directs and performs during the
main event in order to add more splendor to the re-enactment.
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Part 1 “Ninufanuunufe”

A ritual to pray to the gods, the ceremony was attended by the Ryukyu King and royal family,
high-ranking officials and ministers as well as local community leaders. Calling on the nation,
people of various social standing stood in a solemn atmosphere to celebrate as one the new year and
to pray for peace.
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Part 2 “Chounuunufe”

This ritual is for people to celebrate the longevity of the King and the prosperity of the Ryukyu
Kingdom at the beginning of the year. Next to regents and the three ministers of state, local leaders
also attended, all united by the fact of having vowed their loyalty to the King.
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OERB—RLEE-ERFHTELRY RO DB Greeting by the King and Queen
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A great number of rituals and ceremonies were held at
OETLIBIELARVOBE AR » HEICH Shurijo Castle that were cerebrated throughout the Ryukyu

BELAZEARSEPNET, Kingdom. According to historical documents, over 60
events were held every year. It was not rare for the Ryukyu
King himself to perform the rituals at the Una, or the
E Forecourt.
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DET HZHBEMHLMDLIICELE-TVELE, Striking of the Bankoku-Shinryo-no-Kane
It is recorded that Striking of the Bankoku-Shinryo-no-Kane was casted and
hung in front of the Shurijo Castle Seiden (Main Hall) in 1458, but its specific
ﬁil’] i = 5" (B7:% %) Otamasuki location is not known. The bell bears the inscription “Ryukyu Kingdom is a
beautiful country in the southern sea among Korea, China and Japan that serves
FRPHE TCOEELEIHBELTHWSN as a bridge between nations for ships, flourishing through trade”, expressing the
FEE ETICHBEEESEXDEELLTED kingdom’s proud spirit as a maritime nation. The bell exhibited here is a replica

based on the actual bell in the Okinawa Prefectural Museum.
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Ryukyu Performing Arts Cerebration

Classical Ryukyuan dance or Ryukyuan court dance refers to the dances developed during the 18th to mid
19th century. During this period of the Ryukyu Kingdom, these dances were performed to welcome and
entertain the ambassadors from China. Classical Ryukyuan dance can be divided into five categories:
Rojin-odori (“old persons’ dance”), Wakashu-odori (“young persons’ dance”), Onna-odori (women’s dance),
Nisei-odori (men’s dance), and Uchikumi-odori (dramatic dance performances). Meanwhile, after the Han
(domain) system of the Ryukyu was abolished and the prefecture of Okinawa was established, members of
the Samurai class gifted in the talents of dance held performances for the general public. This was the start of
Okinawa’s theatrical entertainment, and from this came original dance called Zo-odori, which include popular
dances such as Tanchame and Nuchibana. The word “Fork performing art” is a general term for annual
rituals, prayers and gratitude concerning harvest that have been inherited for generations over the islands.
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Tanchame Kanayoamakawa Hatomabushi
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