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1 would like to take this opportunity to express my deepestgratitude
to all exhibitors to the "Okinawa International Orchid Show 20007
and to all those who have so generously provided their assistance
and cooperation with the presentation of this event, there by
making it such a notable success.

The "Okinawa International Orchid Show™ was first held to mark
the opening of the Tropical Dream Center at the Okinawa
Commemorative National Government Park. This vear’s show is
especially significant in that it marks the 14th of the event. This
vear's show is on a higher level than ever before, and I would like
to thank evervone who has contributed to this.

Lectures given by reknown experts from throughout Japan and
abroad feature a lively repartee of questions and opinions. Such
occasions lead in sure, steady steps. to the goals of our orchid
exhibits: information exchange and progress and dissemination of
technical expertise,

Exhibitors this year have come from Okinawa Prefecture itself,
from a further 17 Japanese prefectures, from America, England,
Canada, Garman, and from Southeast Asia, notably from the
Philippines. Singapore and Malaysia. As befits such a
commemorative event, the exhibits have been of unprecedented
quantity and quality.

Okinawa is fortunate in possessing a climate ideally suited to the
cultivation of orchids: the prefecture is currently in the process of
becoming the main center of orchids production in Japan, These
circumstances clearly enhance the significance of this event. [
believe that Okinawa will become a focal point for the generation of
information on orchid production both inside and outside Japan. 1
also hope that orchids will serve as the medium where by Okinawa
can make an important contribution to international society,
totourism within the prefecture, to the diffusion of horticulture, and
by extension to the promotion of greenery in the urban
environment,

We intend to build on our past achievements and to aim toward the
realization of new objectives at the 15th "Okinawa International
Orchid Show” to be held next year. In the meantime, I would like to
ask both producers and lovers of orchids to raise their standards to
yvet higher levels. May I also ask yvou for your continuing support
and cooperation with this event.

February 2000
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