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[ENGLISH]
About the sun shadow mount (sundial)
The sun shadow mount, also known as a sundial,
is said to have been made accurately by an officer
named Saion as per the king’s order. He spent
about 18 months on a small hill top in Nishihara
located 2.2 miles northeast of Shurijo Castle taking
measurements each day from around the spring of
1740 to the winter solstice of 1741.
Although the actual object was destroyed during
the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, people were able to
restore it back to its original form since a rubbed
copy of the base and a quarter of the dial had
been secured respectively at the University of
Taiwan and the University of the Ryukyus.
The shadow of the pole in the center indicates the
time which points at “4*” at noon. The word
“IE4” presently used comes from the meaning of
“ positively pointing at “ZF”. However, in
Okinawa it is not noon until somewhere between
12:27-12:29 of the standard time since there is time
difference between Akashi where Japan standard
time is marked.
Back then, time was measured here and was
announced to the surrounding areas by a flag,
drum or be}l;’;’ Wi i
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-Saion -——.: Also _called Gushichan-bunjyaku or Gushichan-
uehkata. .Hé\yyas"'selected} as Kokushi when King Sho-kei
was thirtee\l\f,\sgﬁshj\k\an-zashiki in 1720, and Sanshikan in

1728, A Kokushi educates the king.
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