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Last admission is 30mins before the facility closing time. Only aguarium is1hour before.
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Red-tiled roofs. Stone walls covered in moss.
Dense thickets of Indian Laurel fig.
The quiet serenity of long ago is reborn here...

® Traditional Okinawa Village

Traditional Okinawa Village is a theme park modeled after a village from the Ryukyu
Kingdom Period. Built around utaki (sacred forest), god asagi (festival locations) and
places of worship, the village also features traditional Japanese houses, the houses of
the priestess Noro and the manor lord, high storehouses, sata-ya (sugar production

hut), and more. It is a faithful reproduction of the way people lived in the period.
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@® Omoro Arboretum
The Omoroshoshi is Okinawa’s oldest folk song collection, containing songs that
were sung from the 12th century through the beginning of the 17th century. In this
collection, 22 different species of plants are mentioned, and it is these plants that
are featured at the Omoro Arboretum. “Omoro” is an ancient word meaning
“thoughts.” Rather than personal thoughts, however, this word refers to the
common thoughts of the entire village —appealing to the gods for peace and
prosperity —imbuing the word with a more incantatory nuance. During your visit to
the garden, try to envision the relationship that existed between the people of the
Omoro age and nature as you observe each plant.
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® House of “Jitude”

Jitude (manor lords) were representatives of the larger domain lords who ruled
during the feudal system (1611-1897). In charge of local governments, these
representatives were the counterparts of today’s mayors. The most powerful
farmers in the domain were generally chosen for the position of manor lord. The
manor lords were the highest-ranking officials at the local government offices,
similar to the city, town, or village halls of today. The manor lords carried out the
orders of the domain lords above them, overseeing the division of land,
preservation of forested land, and the collection of taxes.
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Traditional Area: approx. 4 hectares (9.9 acres)

8 residences (4 houses with red-tiled roofing and white plaster, 4
houses with thatched roofs), Utaki, Na (square), God Asagi,
Ugamiga (sacred springs),and the worship place for Nirai Kanai
EE#01.800m? BniEY) B4 ARI6TENE A48 138 167858
Area: approx. 1,800 sqg. meters (1,938 sq. feet)
Plants exhibited: Herbs - 4 families, 6 species

Trees - 13 families, 16 species

Okinawa Village
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® Mutu-ya
“Mutu-ya” is a word for the house in which the head of a family lived. The house
served as the family’s religious center, and ceremonies were performed by a
designated man (niichu) or woman (nigami) in the family. Festivals were held at the
main house as well. The mutu-ya is where the family altar and mortuary tablets for
the ancestors were kept, as well as ceremonial incense burners. In old dwellings,
the family altar was home to many incense burners, as the ancestors often moved
to a number of places before settling down in their final home.
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® Ugamiga (sacred springs)

Without a source of water, humans could not live.
Wells and reservoirs used by ancestors for
generations were not only known as places to get
water,as sacred places called“ugamiga.” They were
believed to possess life-giving power. The water
god is enshrined here.
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@ House of Noro

Noro is the title of the priestess of a village responsible for leading religious services
and events. The Noro would pray for the health of the village inhabitants and abundant
harvests, holding festivals to thank the gods when the harvests were plentiful.
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® House of Yonaguni
This house is modeled after a farmhouse near Yonaguni
and features an architectural style that was popular a
long time ago. The grounds are comprised of the main
house (da), the kitchen (chimuya), a horse stable, goat
shed, pig shed, and chicken shed. With a small
vegetable garden (atai) located behind it, the dwelling is
reminiscent of a typical Yonaguni farmhouse.
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Stone Shiisaa
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© House of Motobu

Located near the park, the House of Motobu is a model of an early
Showa farmhouse. The pit architectural style, however, harkens back
to the oldest times in Japan. The building consists of two parts: the
main house and the kitchen (tungua). The pillars at the four corners are
made of coral limestone, the floors, originally made of wood, are low,
and the roof is thatch with small logs.
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® High Storehouses of Okinawa Granaries
Constructed to store grain in low humidity
conditions, the walls of these storehouses are
made of bamboo wicker, with vents tilted at a 45°
to 60° angle to provide adequate ventilation. These
storehouses are modeled after those found in
Kijoka, Ogimi Village, and Gabusoka, Nago City.

These lion-dog statues are a unique type
of Okinawan charm against evil. Their
tradition has spread throughout the
regions and villages of Okinawa, and
they can be seen all over the islands.
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J:Mao F: Urticaceae J: Bochoji, Nagami-bochoji F: Rubiaceae
0O: Maauu, Buu 0: Azaka, Adaka, Garashinuchibinuguya
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Kanashi, Kunefu Yoyokiyora
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J: Kunembo F: Rutaceae J: Kurotugu F: Palmae
O: Kunibu, Tokunibu O: Maani, Mani
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J: ibi F: Gramineal

O: Maajin, Chimi, Chimiawa
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J Momotamana (Kobatelshl)
F: Combnetaceae

O: Kufadiisa, Kubadeesa, N’maagi
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Kuhishi
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J: Tozurumodoki F: Flagellariaceae
O: Yamatu, Habuigii, Kuji

Mugiya
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J: Omugi F: Gramineal
O: Ufumuiji
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Sakura
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J: Ryukyu hikanzakura F: Rosaceae

O: Sakura
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J:Awa F: Gramineae
0O: Awa, Miwa

&M 29% 297y J: Ryukyu-matsu F: Pinaceae

O: Maachi, Machi
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Seriko, Suruki
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J: Shichitoui F:Cyperaceae

O: li, Sachii, Saara
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Dashikiya
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W: Shimamisaonoki F: Rubiaceae
O: Dashicha, Dasha, Dasuke
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Yusuki, Akaki
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J: Isunoki F: Hamamelidaceae
O: Yushigi
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Koha, Koba, Kohao

Kusunuki

MBI/ X BB/ AR MOy BEAOR
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J: Kusunoki F: Lauraceae J: Biro F: Palmae

O: Kusunuchi O: Kuba
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J: | F:Juncaceae
O: Bigu, Otujin
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J: Hirami lemon F: Rutaceae
O: Kuganii, Shikuwaasaa
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Kuwage, Nadesu

MB/LvIT BEITFR
HERYT—X-y7—-0 %
FrT=v—

J: Shimaguwa F: Moraceae
0O: Kuwaagi, Kuwaa, Kongi, Nandeeshii

The Omoro Arboretum Features Several Sacred Trees

@Z_Lj:\ ZIE (FE%:77/°) Koha, Koba (pronounced “kuba” in the Okinawan dialect)
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In Okinawa, this tree can be found in sacred places, and is sometimes called “kuba no utaki” or “kuponu utaki.”
Additionally, the tree has been used in everyday life in Okinawa. lts leaves used in olden days for making well
buckets to carry water, Today they are used in fans and hats known as “kubagasa” worn by fishermen. The kuba
tree (betel palm) appears in the Kojiki (Records of Ancient Matters) as the ajisama tree, and was traditionally highly
prized by the Yamato Court. It is believed that the ajisama trees in Awa-no-kuni (now Tokushima Pref.) and Awaji

Island (in Hyogo Pref.) might have been gifts to the court.

ﬁ( bHIF ETT (HFSK:77—F) Kuwage, Nadesu (pronounced “Kuwaagi” in the Okinawan dialect)
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A sacred tree, the powerful mulberry is used as a bow for exorcising evil spirits in the ufuyumi of the Shinugu
Festival. Moreover, the mulberry tree is associated with the sun goddess; during thunderstorms Okinawans are
fond of imploring lightning, “Don’t strike me, I'm under the mulberry tree.”
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